EYFS Foundation Stage
The Early Years foundation stage is the period of Education from birth to 5 years. We have used the EYFS 2021 curriculum to create an exciting, progressive and supportive curriculum for our children in Reception. We use the end of year Early Learning Goals to support our planning and enhancements but aspire for all our children to reach their fullest potential and become independent, resourceful and capable learners. 

Intent
At Southover we have created a deep, meaningful and engaging Curriculum that offers all children extensive opportunities to develop and grow as individuals and as part of our community. Our team have used their expert knowledge and experience of how children develop and learn to design a balanced, purposeful and rich curriculum to ensure that children’s prior knowledge is built upon, whilst providing opportunities for explorative learning through play, one-to one, small group and whole class teaching. We recognise that all children are unique, with this in mind we carry out individual entry baseline assessments, to understand each individuals staring point and build upon this to ensure that we are able to offer each child the personalised support they need to become confident, independent, lifelong learners.  We work closely with surrounding nurseries, childcare settings and parents and carers to get to know children before they start at Southover, this enables us to provide a smooth transition into their new class and to give them the best start to their schooling. 
We offer children a stimulating and engaging environment both in the indoor and outdoor environment providing a mixture of child initiated and adult initiated learning opportunities. We aim to ensure that we offer children experiences that will nurture their own interests, as well as those that have been carefully planned by our EYFS team, to provide the necessary knowledge and skills required to meet their Early Learning Goals and progress into KS1.
We understand the importance of outdoor learning and provide a free flow learning environment, which allows children to access the outdoor learning environment throughout the day, all year round. The outdoor environment is set to provide physical, hands on opportunities to develop motor skills as well as multi-sensory and explorative learning.

Implementation
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is divided into 7 areas; 3 Prime areas and 4 Specific areas.
Prime Areas
· Communication and Language
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Physical Development – Fine and Gross Motor

Specific Areas
· Literacy
· Maths
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Art and Design

We follow the EYFS curriculum and each of the areas are used to plan both the explicit teaching and continuous and enhanced provision that is set up both inside the classroom and outside the classroom.

Our Early Years and curriculum are on four overarching principles of the EYFS Framework:
· Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured 
· Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 
· Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.
· The Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates.

With this in mind, we have created our Long term plan to ensure that children are given that we plan topics to excite and engage children, alongside supporting progression. We ensure that our environment support our learning goals and are adaptive to reflect the individual needs.
Alongside our adult led tasks, we aim to ensure that all children are able to engage in;
Active learning- building resilience to help when challenges arise, achieving what they have set out to do.
Playing and exploring – Investigating new and try new things building a ‘can do’ attitude.
Thinking and thinking critically – Thinking of ways to overcome difficulties, having their own ideas and making links in their learning.
Assessment is ongoing in reception and children are observed learning by staff in the environment. We use Tapestry to record observations, photos, conversations and next steps. This is shared with parents to create an ongoing home school links. In addition to this child will be informally assessed during whole class and small group activities and staff will work collaboratively to plan next steps.
We have two Parents evening and open afternnons during the course of the year, to allow parents to experience the environment first hand. Staff are always on had to provide support and answer and questions or queries, parents/carers may have.
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